DISGRACE   ABOUNDING
but of the German Autobahn Company, which is the German
State, which is Hitler.
The road will be a strip of sovereign German territory laid
across Czechoslovakia,whether Czechoslovakia likes it or not,and
by it the Czech lands are brought within the frontiers of the Reich.
After signing that agreement, the Czechs thought that they
would now at least be given the guarantee of their frontiers — not
tRe English and French guarantee, which they knew to be an
absurdity in the circumstances, a thing never sincerely" intended
because it could never have been fulfilled, but the German guar-
antee; Herr Hitler's undertaking to give this was another of Mr.
Chamberlain's achievements at Munich.
The Czechs were wrong again. They had expected to send their
Foreign Minister to Berlin, to bring home that German guarantee,
but now they found that his visit was repeatedly postponed, that
new demands rained on them day by day, They must give the
Germans in Bohemia full liberty to organize their National
Socialist Party, their Storm Troops, their Hitler Youth, and the
like — but they must speed up the abolition of all other political
parties. They must ban all foreign and home newspapers of an
anti-German or anti-Nazi complexion. They ought to hurry along
with the reduction of the Jewish influence,
The Czechs fought every inch of the way, but they had to yield,
and gradually the land came under the German thrall. At last
the Foreign Minister, Chvalkovsky, was permitted to go to
Berlin, He was coldly received, and was made to understand, at
once, that he was not there to Negotiate*, but to receive orders.
Why had not Czechoslovakia pyen notice to terminate her
alliances with France and Russia? (after Munich, these had become
meaningless scraps of paper, but the Prague Government had not
formally denounced them). Why had not Czecho-Slovakia
joined the anti-Comintern Pact?
Chvalkovsky answered that Czechoslovakia would do these
things if Germany-would guarantee those frontiers, He was out to
save the last thing the Czechs had in the world — to preserve
Bohemia from a German occupation.
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